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You are magicYou are magic



You make magic – not a rabbit pulled out of a hat or any other trick. This
kind of magic is real and it’s filled with wonder and awe and even delight. 

It’s the feeling you get when two parents who stopped talking to each other
years ago soften and realize their kids are better off if they communicate.
It’s a child’s sense of awe when they learn their feelings and voice matter to
their teacher or classmate. It’s our team’s delight every time we hear raised
angry voices morph into genuine laughter during a mediation session. It’s
magic.

Thank you for making this magic happen. Thank you for your generosity
that lets this small, grassroots organization dream big. Thank you for
believing in what's possible so we can achieve great things together.

MISSION
Kids First gives children a voice in divorce, custody, and
other conflicts by providing focused legal representation
and services for kids. Kids First's overall goals are to
create stability for children, lessen the effect of conflict
on kids, connect families to support systems and needed
resources, and make children's voices heard. 
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Long-time Kids First supporter and local attorney, Kelly Baier,
remembers why he made his first gift to Kids First back in 2006: “Jenny
was on the Board of Governors of the Linn County Bar Association
when I was President. She was bright, hard-working and insightful.
When she started Kids First, I saw it as a great idea and knew Jenny
would make it work.” And every year since then, Kelly and his wife,
Rachelle, have shown their loyalty to Kids First with generous gifts.

Some donors have our back – literally! When Jenny Schulz injured her
back, she was referred by her doctor to Kepros Physical Therapy. She
received more than relief from pain: Ted Kepros and his wife, Sara,
became generous donors to Kids First. Ted and Sara agree, “We are
so happy to be able to assist great local organizations that take great
care of kids!” Kids First is grateful for the many generous owners of
small businesses who support our small business. 

Nate and Ruthie Dunn know how important Kids First is to children. Nate
says, “Kids First is personal to Ruthie and me. We both are products of
divorced families. Divorce is a life-changer and whatever little bit we can
do to help out we are all for." At Christmastime, the F&M Bank team
made a surprise and impactful gift to Kids First in CEO Nate’s honor.
Ruthie serves as a Kids First workshop volunteer and occasionally pops
in the office with treats just because she’s thinking of us!

THE REAL MAGICIAN: YOU, OUR DONOR!



Kelli just wanted her parents to stop
fighting. Her Kids First lawyer met with
Kelli’s parents together and asked each to
make a list of things they were willing to
change. As Kelli’s dad read his heartfelt list
to his ex-wife, she began to cry. They
resolved the case and attended counseling. 

KIDS IN 99% OF CASES
GAVE US PERMISSION
TO SHARE THEIR VIEWS
WITH THEIR PARENTS

“I just wanted to thank you for all of your
help and the kindness that you showed to
the children. They felt very comfortable with
you in a short period of time. You are very
good at what you do."

- Parent of Clients 

“How did you get them to change their
mind?!” asked a parent's lawyer in disbelief.
It’s not magic — Kids First lawyers are trained
in motivational interviewing and skilled at
guiding people toward change.  

91% OF PARENTS WERE
COACHED IN MANAGING
CONFLICT 

85% OF KIDS REPORTED
DECREASED CONFLICT
BETWEEN PARENTS 

MAGIC IN ACTION
CHILD REPRESENTATION 



Jeremiah and Jason lived with their mom,
who left them alone during the night to
engage in criminal activity. She brought
violent men home and struggled to get the
boys to school.

The Kids First lawyer filed an emergency
motion to change custody. Kids First’s
advocacy convinced the judge to change
custody and order counseling and substance
abuse treatment for the boys' mom. This
gave Jeremiah and Jason a stable home. 

Angela had trouble keeping emotions in
check around her teenagers — and the kids
stopped seeing her. Their dad was resistant
to counseling for Angela and the kids, but
the Kids First attorney helped him
understand why it was needed and set up
therapy. The kids started spending time with
their mom again and the parents settled the
case.

After Brooke and her mom got in an
argument, her mom stopped giving her rides
to school. When Brooke forgot her mom’s
birthday, her mom cut her phone service.
They stopped talking to each other. 

The Kids First lawyer helped Brooke's mom
understand that her actions made her love
feel conditional. Brooke's mom wrote an
apology letter and agreed to try counseling
with Brooke. And Brooke invited her mom to
her tennis meet — a chance for a fresh start. 

87% OF KIDS REPORTED
STRONGER BONDS 
WITH PARENTS 

94% OF FAMILIES WERE
CONNECTED WITH
OUTSIDE PROFESSIONALS 

97% OF ORDERS REFLECTED
THE KIDS' WISHES FOR
SAFETY AND STABILITY 

Without Kids First, our divorce would have been more difficult for my kids. 
It was VERY GOOD for my kids to hear how decisions were made in divorce cases
from someone other than their parents. She kept me informed and worked as a
liaison between my kids and me as well as between their dad and me.

                                                             - Mother of Clients 



In 2017, Kids First took its conflict-resolution magic
beyond the realm of family conflict to the school
setting. “Kids experience so much conflict with peers,"
says Director Jenny Schulz. 

The project launched in one middle school in
November 2017. In August 2019, the project expanded
to three elementary schools. 

Kids First facilitators help students resolve conflict,
which gets them back to learning quickly. When
differences are resolved early, they are less likely to
grow. With the right tools, kids do better in school and
get in less trouble. 

      In the three elementary schools served, major 
      and minor disciplinary referrals dropped 26%.

Kids First’s two project facilitators make the perfect
duo. Therapist and former teacher Nicole Brighton
works at the elementary school level. Attorney Judy
Goldberg, an experienced mediator and child advocate,
is stationed at McKinley Middle School. 

THE POWER
 TO TRANSFORM

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

of students
gained social
emotional
skills

97%

WHAT'S A 
CIRCLE?

542 Students Served
BY THE NUMBERS

of circles 
ended with 
an agreement

95%

The people affected by a conflict meet
together in a circle. They talk about what
happened. When the person who did the
harm learns how their actions affected

others, they often apologize and offer to
repair the harm. The participants agree on

what's needed to make things right. 

I have been incredibly appreciative of how
Kids First has listened and responded to
our unique and evolving needs. They have
worked tirelessly to not only support
resolving conflict, but have also built
adult capacity, creating a strong sense of
teacher efficacy. Thanks to Kids First,
students have a safe space to self-
regulate, learn social skills, and resolve
conflict in a healthy manner. 

– School Administrator



Judy was awesome at facilitating. I felt
like I was able to share my concerns
and my students and I came to an
understanding with each other. I think
more empathy was built and we were
able to create solutions together.
Thank you.

 – McKinley Teacher

Kids were making fun of a boy whose shoes were
too big. The teacher invited Nicole to lead a
classroom circle. Nicole brought a backpack and
pulled out items like a pillow (“some kids don't
have a bed") and a toy police car (“some kids have
had the police visit their house”). Students marked
which things had happened to them. They were
surprised by how much they had in common: “24
of 28 of us have come to school hungry!” They
learned kids might have things in their backpack
they can't see. Bullying around the student’s
shoes ended that day.

WHAT'S IN YOUR BACKPACK? 

A CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY

Justin yelled at Charlotte in class but André
got blamed and the school called his parents;
André was grounded for a week. André and Justin
later met in a circle. Justin felt bad that André had
been blamed for his wrongdoing. To make things
right, Justin decided to write André’s mom a note: 

“Hi Mrs. Smith, I’m sorry for the mess
 up. André is not to blame. It was his 
 friend Justin. So I’m sorry. Justin”

Youth Peace Project Facilitator Judy Goldberg brings
a little magic to a middle school classroom.



95%

Brief? – long arguments can elevate conflict 
Informative? – focus on facts, not opinions
Friendly? – begin and end on a friendly note 
Firm? – make a proposal and set a reply date

Kids First therapist and mediator Laura Martin, LISW,
helps separated parents co-parent. Laura says, “Once
parents’ communication improves, other topics
magically resolve.” Here are two tricks she uses to
improve communication:

Co-parenting apps: Apps feature an exclusive
channel for communication, a shared calendar, easy
expense tracking, and contacts for kids’ doctors,
teachers, and counselors. Two of Laura’s favorites are
AppClose and Our Family Wizard.

BIFF statements: To improve communication, Laura
coaches parents on BIFF techniques (from the High
Conflict Institute). Before parents click “send,” they
review their email. Is it:

MAKING THE
IMPOSSIBLE

POSSIBLE
MEDIATION

Brittany didn’t want Dave to see their 5-year-
old son because he was drinking. Things
were so tense Laura Martin (pictured above)
had each parent leave the first session
separately to avoid a fight. 

But during that session, Laura used her
training and experience to set the stage for
change. She acknowledged Brittany’s hurt
and gave hope Dave could recover. 

After more sessions with Laura, the parents
resolved every issue. Dave got treatment
and Hayden was seeing his dad again. The
best magic is that a little boy has two sober
parents and time with both.

MORE THAN A BAG OF TRICKS

134
Parents
participated in
mediation

Parents had a
reduction in
conflict



 

 

Champions $20,000+ 
Aegon Transamerica Foundation 

Anonymous 

Mercy Medical Center 

Program Grant Fund* 

State of Iowa 

United Way of East Central Iowa 

 

Investors $10,000—$19,999 
Linn County Fund* 

 

Heroes $4,000—$9,999 
Cedar Rapids Community School 

District 

Diamond V Corporate Fund* 

Creating Safe, Equitable & Thriving  

 Communities Grant Fund* 

Iowa Lawyer Trust Account  

 Commission 

Nations Financial Group 

Raining Rose, Inc. 

United Fire Group 

 

Builders $2,000—$3,999 
Alliant Energy Foundation 

Altorfer, Inc. Non-Endowed Donor-

Advised Fund* 

Beaton 

Benchmark 

Bradley & Riley 

Cedar Rapids Bank & Trust 

Community Foundation of Johnson 

County 

Organizational Development Grant 

Fund* 

Green State Credit Union 

Lil' Drug Store Products Corporate 

Donor Advised Fund* 

Linn County Board of Supervisors 

Witwer Trust Grant Program 

NORDSTROM 

Roadhaven Church, Apache Junction 

Shuttleworth & Ingersoll 

Simmons Perrine Moyer Bergman 

World Class Industries Fund * 

 

Leaders $1,000—$1,999 
Bankers Trust** 

Biospringer 

Cedar Rapids Daybreak Rotary 

Davidson Homes, Inc. 

Hills Bank & Trust 

Holmes Murphy & Associates 

Klinger, Robinson, Ford 

Lederer Weston Craig 

Marion-Cedar Rapids Optimist Club 

Meardon, Sueppel & Downer 

Nazette, Marner, Nathanson,  

 Shea 

Ryan Companies US 

 

Advocates $500—$999 
Cedar Rapids Thursday Noon  

 Optimists 

Climate Engineers 

First Lutheran Church, Cedar Rapids 

Linn Law Club 

The Accel Foundation 

RSM US 

 

Mentors $250—$499 
Bank of America Charitable Founda-

tion Employee Giving Program 

Cedar Rapids Alternative Gift Market 

Dakota Red Corporation 

Davis BP 

Rinderknecht Associates 

SCOUT of Marion 

TrueNorth Employees 

Van Meter Donor-Advised Fund* 

 

Friends $100—$249 
Bray & Klockau 

John C. Wagner Law Offices 

Seidl & Seidl 

St. Pius X Parish, Cedar Rapids 

Thinnes Law Offices 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, 

Northwest Linn County Chapter 

Transamerica 

 

Contributors $5—$99 
Amazon Smile Foundation 

Bainter & Thomas Law 

CarePro Health Services 

Hall & Hall Engineers 

Iowans for Liz Bennett 

PEO Sisterhood Supreme Chapter II of 

CED 

 

In-Kind Donors 
Aldrich Guest House 

Allegra Print & Imaging 

Bankers Trust 

barre 3 

Benz Beverage Depot 

Brucemore 

Budget 

Casey's General Store 

Cedar Rapids Country Club 

Cedar Rapids Kernels 

Cedar Rapids Marriott 

Cedar Rapids Metro YMCA 

Close to Home Catering 

Cobble Hill Eatery & Dispensary 

DASH Coffee Roasters 

Doubletree by Hilton Cedar Rapids 

General Mills 

Great Harvest Bread Company 

Gumption 

Impact Photo 

Informatics 

ISU Extension & Outreach 

Johnny Boy's Car Wash 

Joy Boutique 

Kinkead Poultry 

Lucky Paws 

McGrath Amphitheatre 

Mercy Medical Center 

Katie Milden Family Dentistry 

Modern Companies 

Moss 

Nations Financial Group 

Need Pizza 

Orchestra Iowa 

Pine Hill Farm 

Prairiewoods 

Quaker Oats Company 

Rinderknecht 

Rodina 

Roscoe's Pizza 

Sage Practices 

SCOUT of Marion 

Siebke Hoyt Jewelers 

Solutions Management Group 

Table for One 

Theatre Cedar Rapids 

Tiny Hands Productions 

Tomaso's Pizza 

Trader Joe's 

Twin Image 

Wallace Farm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cedar Rapids Corporate  

and Community Partners 2019 
Thank you! 

Our staff makes every effort to 

ensure that information is  

reported correctly.  

We apologize for any errors or 

omissions. Please contact Kids 

First with any corrections at  

319-365-5437.  

*Funds of the Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation  
**Gift given as part of an honorarium/memorial  



 

 

Investors $10,000—$19,999 
Charlotte Brown 

Bill & Rocki Shepard 

 

Heroes $4,000—$9,999 
Scott & Jerri Bennett 

Lynn & Carl Hartman 

Bill & Ginny Jones 

Bruce & Judy McGrath 

Matt Novak & JoAnne Lilledahl 

Kelly & Val Ortberg 

 

Builders $2,000—$3,999 
Michael & Rebecca Brown 

Michele & Jeff Busse 

Cobb Family Donor-Advised Fund* 

Greg Epping & Connie Kokontis 

Ted & Sara Kepros 

Joe & Carolyn Kirby 

Ryan & Jen Koester 

Dennis & Jean McMenimen 

Darrel & Middie Morf 

Jim & Janice Russell 

Neal & Kathleen Scharmer 

Scott Schenkelberg & Susan Gillespie 

Bruce Thayer 

 

Leaders $1,000—$1,999 
Anonymous  

Suzanne Bish & J. Bryan Wood 

Sandi & Patrick Cobb 

Kevin Collins & Sally Stephenson 

Scott Corporon & Josie Porras  

 Corporon 

Mike & Cindy Dunn 

Laura & Tom Ebinger 

John & Dana Ehrhart 

Rex & Kathy Eno 

Dave & Kathryn Ernst 

Brian Fagan 

Emily Flowergarden & Grant Munson 

Vern & Rose Jackson 

Mary Kemen & Brian Randall 

Wayne & Kari Kempf** 

James & Barbara Klein 

Jaymie & Aaron Lamaak 

Dick & Avona Lehmann** 

Kent & Polly Mattison 

David & Amy Muller 

Jeff & Kris Nielsen 

Melanie & Doug Olson 

Darla & Randy Parks 

Jennifer Peden & Jeffrey Zahrt 

Jeffrey & Deb Ralston 

Randy & Lisa Ramlo 

Hon. Dave & Betsy Remley** 

Greg Scholtz & Elizabeth Fulford 

Jenny Schulz & John Chaimov 

Walt & Jan Schulz** 

Jason & Jen Smith 

Melanie & Ron Stahlberg** 

John-Mark & Nancy Stensvaag 

Dan & Carolyn Thies 

Bill & Mary Lou McCartan 

Wilson Maher Family Charitable Fund 

 

Advocates $500—$999 
Terry & Johanna Abernathy 

Kelly & Rachelle Baier 

Baker Family Fund* 

Hon. Nancy Baumgartner 

Molly & Steve Bjornsen 

Matt & Jeanne Brandes 

Evie & Jim Bronson 

Peter & JoAnn Bryant Endowed  

 Donor-Advised Fund* 

Bob & Stacy Cataldo 

Anne Chaimov 

Greg & Ellen Chaimov 

Tom & Holly Chaimov 

Tim & Janice Charles 

Chelsea & Brian Cheney 

Brian & Wendi Cigrand 

Angie Cook 

Rob & Kathy Cook 

Mike & Kate Ebinger 

Conrad Epting & Sue Haverkamp 

Margie Fletcher** 

Brent & Dawn Foss 

Kathy & Chris Frerichs 

May G. Gortner Charitable Trust 

Marc & Cathy Gullickson 

Kay Halloran 

Renee Hanrahan 

Sally Harms** 

Doug & Anita Johnson 

Jake Koller & Brooke Strahn-Koller 

Jody Kurtt** 

Lura & Ryan McBride 

Mary & Dick Meisterling 

Meyer Fund* 

Laura Mueller 

Scott Nau & Jackie Kuntz 

Frank Nidey & Shannon Finnegan 

Jim Peters & Laure Wess Peters 

Chuck Peters 

Joan Radovich & Don Babwin 

Carol Renz 

Diane Repass** 

Randy & Danielle Rings 

Joe & Geri Schmitt 

Libby Slappey & Charles Crawley 

Hon. Jane Spande & David Field 

Vernon Squires 

Gordy & Jean Stelling 

Gary & Susie Streit 

Michael & Connie Stusak 

Lora Summerwill** 

Mark & Jan Watson 

Kirk & Ann Weih 

Daniel Zepeda 

 

Mentors $250—$499 
Aron Aji & Joyce Janca-Aji 

Connie Alt 

Emily & Dan Anderson 

Hon. David & Janet Baker 

Todd & Melissa Barker 

Catherine Basile 

Melanie Beauchamp 

Hon. Marsha & John Beckelman 

Christopher Becker 

Jenny & Mike Becker 

Arlon & Tara Berkhof 

Monty Bertelli 

Jace & Jenny Bisgard 

John & Erica Bobst 

Mary M. Brandes** 

Jim & Diane Daubenmier 

Aaron Brunscheen & Stephanie  

 Downing 

Ryan & Katie Buresh 

Robert Burnell 

Allisyn & Kevin Callanan 

Hon. Andy Chappell & Meredith Rich-

Chappell 

Amy & John Clefisch 

Bill & Kim Ebinger 

Jeff & Carol Ebinger 

Vicky Evans** 

Kerry Finley 

Deb & Kevin Gertsen 

Steve & Megan Ginsberg** 

Judy Goldberg & Gordon Parker 

Leigh Goodmark & Doug Nierle 

Doug & Jana Grimm 

Casey Halstead 

Zach Halstead & Catherine Losee 

Tork & Lynn Harman 

Brad & Jade Hart 

Allison & Michael Heffern 

Julie & Jim Hein 

Amber Herboldsheimer 

Kirsten Hermstad 

Arlo Hoberman 

Norma Hohensee** 

Deborah Hughes & Frederick Antczak 

David & Kristin Janssen** 

John & Dina Linge Family Endowed 

Donor-Advised Fund* 

Kim & Marlene Johnson** 

Chris & Amy Keller 

Gerald & Patty Kucera 

David Lensch 

Cindy & James Lyness 

Sherie & Jerry Magner 

Harold & Doris Mantz 

Laura & Zach Martin 

Hon. Kevin & Candace McKeever  

Robert Michael & Catherine Zaharis 

Mark Ogden & Iris Muchmore 

Tonya Peters & Miles Rugh 

Connie Popelar 

Thomas & Nancy Pugh 

Crystal Raiber & Matthew Wilkey 

Charlie Rohde 

Bob Rush & Judi Whetstine 

Leslee & Michael Sandberg 

Roger & Carla Schulz 

Carol Sels 

Kristen Shaffer 

Richard Shaffer & Cheryl Conrad 

Caitlin & Gregory Slessor 

Sashi Solomon & Kevin Eck 

Mindy & David Sorg 

Debra Stimart 

Cynthia Sueppel 

Steve & Marcia Swift 

Karen Tousey 

Joe & Joan Traylor 

Kristen Trovas 

Carley Umstead 

Gerry & Kay Westhoff 

Mike & Sue Weston 

Shane & Sarah Wicks 

Glen & Shawna Wiebel 

Mike & Lindsey Willey 

Thomas & Susan Wolle 

 

Friends $100—$249 
Paula Adams 

Doug & Deb Allemang 

Tom & Kathleen Aller 

Jim & Sally Anderson 

Hon. Lars & Dawn Anderson 

Sheila & Bill Anderson 

Jim & Chris Angstman 

Anonymous  

Linda & Tom Armitage 

David & Ruth Assmus 

Linda & Mike Aubey 

Suzanne Barker 

Robert Beck 

Michael Bloeser** 

The Bosking Family 

Cindy & Jim Bradley 

Jim & Mary Bradley 

Leroy & Paula Bradway 

Mary Jane Brandes 

Juergen & Ellen Bruckner 

Shannon & Chris Bruns 

Dallas & Jackie Bryant 

Maria Doce & James Burke 

CEDAR RAPIDS 2019 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS  THANK YOU! 

*Funds of the Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation  
**Gift given as part of an honorarium/memorial  



 

 

Bill & Barby Buss 

Barbara & Tom Campbell 

Susan & Julian Carlo 

Kevin & Pam Caster 

Luis & Jodi Castillo** 

Larry & A. Kaye Chase 

Erin & Cory Christiansen 

Don & Toni Clow** 

Everett & Ellen Collins** 

Craig & Jean Conover** 

Jim & Debbie Craig 

Matthew & Elizabeth Croco 

David Crumley 

Marcella David 

Joe & Melanie DiBernardo 

Lindsay Dinkelman 

Bob & Barbara Drexler 

Susan Dulek 

Marilyn Duning** 

Ruthie & Nate Dunn 

Kate Dunning 

Willi & Marcia Epting 

Helen & Bruce Ervin 

Rae & Cory Eschen 

Jack & Nancy Evans 

Al & Sue Fletcher 

Jim Fortman 

Tony & Eileen Foxhoven 

Leslie Gaffney 

Dick & Nancy Garberson 

Les & Katrina Garner 

Lisa Gavin 

Jane Glantz 

Jan Godfrey** 

Adam Parker Goldberg 

Lisa Goldberg** 

Shelly & Jerry Goldman 

Kathy Good** 

LaVern & Rose Gordon 

Lauren Grady 

Ryan Haack 

Brenda Haines & Alex Hummel 

Angela & Clark Haker 

Kimm Harris 

Todd & Leslie Harris 

Jack Heuton 

Tim & Katie Hill 

Nancy Hinrichs 

Bill & Rosie Hochstetler 

Jim & Ann Hoffman 

James Holmes 

Steve & Janet Holtman 

Vicki Hughes 

Shannon Ingleby & Haike Zhao 

Jodi & Dave Inman 

Judy Johnson** 

Sarah Jordan & Suresh Nagappan 

Jeremiah & Jennifer Junker 

Bradley & Mackenzie Kaspar 

Michael & Michelle Kennedy 

Hon. Paul Kilburg 

Nicholas & Desirée Kilburg 

Joni Kinkead 

Bob & Kathy Koenig** 

Dan & Nova Kolander 

Jeff & Mary Krivit 

Tracey Krousie 

Jill Krueger & Christine Pulver 

Ellie Krug 

Tim & Sarah Krumm 

Leslie Laverty 

Bonnie & Ron Locker 

Troy & Tracey Louwagie 

Nancy & Randy Lowenberg 

Sarah & Aaron Lubach 

Roger & Jerilyn Lueders 

Sue & Mark Maher 

Pat Mahoney 

Marissa Manos 

Nicole & Peter Maurus 

Terry & Tammy McAtee 

Ann McKinstry 

Amber McNamara 

Sharon Mellon 

Hon. Michael & Jane Melloy 

Brian & Karen Middleswarth** 

Katie Milden-Schroeder & Jonathan 

Schroeder 

Kristin Miller 

Robert K. Miller 

Vincent & Rachel Mills** 

Maria & Russ Moore 

Matt Nagle 

Bill & Diana Neppl 

Michael & Tiffany O'Donnell 

Scott & Jan Overland 

Dana & Randall Oxley 

Steve & Tina Pace 

Tom & Joan Padley 

Bob & Margie Pence 

Tom & Sharon Peters 

Jay & Shelly Peters-Schaller 

Matt & Tamera Preston 

Jennifer Raes** 

Shawn & Alison Ray 

Margaret Raymond & Mark Sidel 

Heather & Hans Rinke 

Andi & Brent Roeger 

Alyssa & Seth Rosendahl 

Jane & Dave Rosenman 

Charles & Susan Russell 

Chad & Kandy Sands 

Paulette Sands 

Mark & Nancy Scheumann 

Joe Schmall 

Greg Seyfer 

Brenda Short 

Brad Simanek & Tricia Hoffman-

Simanek 

Jim & Sherry Sines 

Abbie & DJ Smith 

Alisha & Paul Smith** 

Daryl & Susan Spivey 

Dick & Donna Sprague** 

Marcia Stahl 

Irving Stone 

Nancy Stone 

Cathy & Ken Terukina 

Todd & Jeanne Thorn 

Mike & Sue Tiernan 

Jeff & Kandice Tjebkes 

Dale & Sara Todd 

Larry & Lois Trachte 

Dick & Buffie Tucker 

Charity & Christopher Tyler 

Doug Valentine 

Karen Volz & Lance Heeren 

Bruce & Marlys Walker 

Brenda & Dave Wallrichs 

Marty & Lori Weber 

John C. & Marian Weyer 

Judith Weyer 

Debbie & Brian White 

Kyle & Kristen Wilcox 

Roger & Deb Worm 

Mickey & Jasmine Wu 

Allison & Eli Wynes 

Joan & Guy Zenner 

 

Contributors $5—$99 
Tina Allison 

Molly & Derek Altorfer 

Doug Anderson 

Steven Anderson 

Anonymous  

Bob & Bev Arnold 

Colleen Arnold** 

Lynda Barrow 

Dean & Nancy Beckman** 

Dennis & Vickie Beers** 

Rich & Cathy Belles 

Shirley & Terry Benfer** 

Sarah Betz** 

Cyndie & Lee Birchansky 

Hayleigh Boardman 

Scott & Joann Bogguss 

Shelly Brecht 

Ann & Bob Bromley 

Julie Bryant & Brad Oppedahl** 

Grace Bryant 

Mike & Maria Bryant 

Tom & Mary Burke** 

Steven & Ann Burns** 

Kathryn Buroker** 

Morgan Claypool** 

Dave & Barb Coates 

Rachel Crady 

Marcene & Byron Culbertson** 

Kaitlyn Davidson 

Bill Davis & Kathy Franzenberg** 

Stephanie DePasquale** 

Dave & Jeanie DeWolf 

Jessica Doro & Chris Peterson 

Tris Dows** 

Jim & Mary Jo Dressen** 

Ruth Ehrhardt 

James Estin & Ann Laquer Estin 

Mike & Mary Flynn** 

Cat Fribley & Britt Noethen 

Matt Gannon 

Cindy & Elwood Garlock 

Teri Gibson 

Gregory Giles 

Kylie Goldberg 

Noveta Goldberg 

Mark & Kathy Golly** 

Hon. Patrick & Holly Grady 

John Haack & Joan Jacob 

**Gift given as part of an honorarium/memorial  
 

THANK YOU! 
CEDAR RAPIDS 2019 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS, cont’d 

Kari Cooling and her team from Holmes Murphy & Associates 

brought the magic of giving to Kids First with their grant for      

workshops for children of divorce.   



 

 

Sarah Halbrook 

Bill & Lynette Halder 

Beth & Bruce Hammell 

Melissa Hammersland 

Chuck & Ann Hammond 

Deb Hardy** 

Becky Hass** 

Maria Hein 

McKayla Herink** 

Robert & Jane Hill** 

William & Jean Hines 

Stephanie & Daniel Hinz 

Bob Hoke** 

Ben & Erin Hoover 

Sam & Lori Houston 

Les & June Huth 

Marlo & Richard Jack 

Janet & Andy Jacobsen 

Scott & Cheryl Johannsen** 

Julia Johnson** 

Donna & Randy Kasch** 

Ed & Molly Kempf** 

Jack Kenney** 

Mark Kenney** 

Nikki & Dick Kettelkamp** 

Betsy Kigin** 

Melissa Kiliper-Ernst 

Amy Kilpatrick & Richard Bales 

Jim & Karen Koester 

Mary Kollmorgen** 

Kelly & Thies Kolln 

Steven & Sheryl Kruse** 

Kathy & Dave Kumbier 

Eric Langston 

Dean & Shirley Larson** 

Ray Larson 

John Laverty 

John & Julie Lindahl** 

Susan Malaise** 

Pat & Kim Marshall** 

James & Brenda Meier** 

Julie Meyer & Melissa Beastrom 

Todd Montgomery 

Barb & Thomas Morris** 

James & Joan Mosel** 

John & Katherine Moyers 

Vicki Nath** 

Sam & Linda Nelson** 

Esther & Bill O'Donnell 

Lon & Kristen Olejniczak** 

Andrew Oleson 

Jo Osing** 

Don & Linda Palmer 

Scott Pantel 

Abbie Parker 

Ron Parker & Jean Hessburg 

Wendy Parker & Larry Daniels 

Peggy & Keith Patters 

Rich & Marion Patterson** 

Sjonna Paulson** 

Roy Porterfield 

Kristine & Edward Reed 

Kimmit & Judith Renken** 

Mark & Diana Rettig 

Calvin & Charlene Rogers** 

Jim & Jean Rogers 

Paul & Cindy Sale 

Rebecca Sanabria & Michael Koch 

Dara & Brandon Schmidt 

Susie & Mike Scott 

Patty Sebetka** 

Marcy & Terry Shie** 

Jorie Shire** 

Sarah Shuss** 

Erek Sittig & Kelly Wells Sittig 

Jeff & Anne Smart** 

Jeanne Smith** 

Pattra Somjit 

Elizabeth Souer 

Roger & Oline Stigers** 

Marty Stoll 

Anita Terpstra 

Anne Thomas** 

Judy Thompson** 

Mike & Gloria Tilson** 

Michael Trask** 

Karla & Clint Twedt-Ball 

Anne & Milt Ulmer 

Bob Untiedt 

Robert & Mary Van Ryswyk** 

Jerry & Denise Vander Sanden 

Sharon Viner** 

Mike & Kris Walker 

John & Carmen Wasta 

Marcie Watson** 

Tom & Susan Wehmeyer 

Pat Weir 

Thomas Wells** 

Alice Werner 

Marsha Westbrook** 

Ben & Lianne Westcot 

Kaitlyn Zenner & Sean Aylward 
 

In-Kind Donors 

Terry & Johanna Abernathy 

Kate & Peter Ahn 

Alisa Ajango 

Anonymous 

Bill & Katie Barnes 

Cyndie & Lee Birchansky 

Molly & Steve Bjornsen 

Matt & Jeanne Brandes 

Charlotte Brown 

Laura & Tom Ebinger 

Rae & Cory Eschen 

Dan Fagan 

Jennifer Farrell 

Tony & Eileen Foxhoven 

Shaun & Jess Glick 

Chuck & Ann Hammond 

Alexandra Harder 

Carole Harder 

Lynn & Carl Hartman 

Richard Hutson 

Ed & Molly Kempf 

Betsy Kigin 

Melissa Kiliper-Ernst 

Joe & Carolyn Kirby 

Ryan & Jennifer Koester 

Jaymie & Aaron Lamaak 

Hilery Livengood & Ben Fashimpaur 

Laura & Zach Martin 

Paul & Jennifer Morf 

Kris & Jeff Nielsen 

Doug & Lori Nietert 

Frank & Maureen Osako 

Thomas Peffer & Carroll Reasoner 

Bob & Margie Pence 

Susan Pence 

Janey Jill & Matt Piersall 

Matt & Tamera Preston 

Carol Renz 

Jeremy Reynolds 

Nancy Riley 

Paulette Sands 

Libby Slappey & Charles Crawley 

Caitlin & Gregory Slessor 

Mindy & David Sorg 

Rick & Diane Stefani 

John Stevens 

Bruce Thayer 

Danielle Turgasen 

Kevin Welu & Nancy Schneider 

Brett & Bryan Watson 

John C. Weyer 

 

Endowment 
Greg Epping & Connie Kokontis 

Darla & Randy Parks 

Jenny Schulz & John Chaimov 

 

Volunteers 
Cyndie Birchansky 

Molly Bjornsen 

Jeanne Brandes 

Abby Buchanan 

Bri Buzick 

John Chaimov 

Brian Coller 

Camille Cooper 

Jackie Coyne 

Charles Crawley 

Leah Crilley 

Jon Davis 

Ruthie Dunn 

Aaron Eddy 

Rae Kinkead Eschen 

Shannon Finnegan 

Eileen Foxhoven 

Hattie Frana 

Anthony Gentile 

Ashley Griffin 

Jana Grimm 

Shae Groat 

Dorothy de Souza Guedes 

Emily Hagan 

Alexandra Harder 

Avery Holland 

Ryleigh Keeney 

Emily Kremer 

Ryan Koester 

Jennifer Lane 

Rachel Leigh 

Hilery Livengood 

Troy Louwagie 

Tatiana Lowell-Campbell 

Liz Mitchell 

Chandler Mores 

Esther O'Donnell 

Gordon Parker 

Lauren Pittman 

Audra Robitaille 

Jennifer Schrauth 

Kristen Shaffer 

Elizabeth Shaw 

Jordyn Sindt 

Abbie Smith 

Morgan Smith 

Trinity Stevenson 

Don Ueker 

Dee Ueker 

Kirk Weih 

Maddie Weston  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CEDAR RAPIDS INDIVIDUAL DONORS 2019, cont’d 

Leah Rodenberg of the Alliant Energy Foundation  

makes magic happen for the Youth Peace Project. 

**Gift given as part of an honorarium/memorial  
 



 

 

In Honor of: 
In honor of the 5th Grade Class at 

Grant Wood Elementary 

by Mike & Gloria Tilson 

In honor of Jeanne Brandes 

by Colleen Arnold 

by Tom & Mary Burke 

by Tris Dows 

by Mike & Mary Flynn 

by Ed & Molly Kempf 

by Jack Kenney  

by Mark Kenney 

by Nikki & Dick Kettelkamp 

by Betsy Kigin 

by Jeff & Anne Smart 

In honor of Franklin & Graham Conover 

by Craig & Jean Conover  

In honor of Laura Ebinger 

by Jody Kurtt 

In honor of Steph Frantz Hoge  

 by Bob Hoke 

In honor of Marie Garry 

by Alisha & Paul Smith 

In honor of Judy Goldberg 

by Lisa Goldberg 

In honor of Emily Good & Dave Good 

by Kathy Good 

In honor of Vincent & Carrie Greene 

by Vincent & Rachel Mills 

In honor of Lillian Janzam 

by Brian & Karen Middleswarth 

In honor of Kids First employees 

by Rich & Marion Patterson 

 

 

 

 

 

In honor of Kristin Miller  

 by Sarah Betz 

 by Deb Hardy 

 by Michael Trask  

 by Marsha Westbrook 

In honor of Jenny Schulz 

by Bob & Kathy Koenig 

In honor of Roger Schulz 

by Melanie & Ron Stahlberg  

In honor of Erek Sittig 

by Thomas Wells  

In honor of Margaret Sprague 

by Dick & Donna Sprague 

In honor of Libby Slappey 

by Julie Bryant & Brad Oppedahl  

In honor of Morgan Smith 

by Morgan Claypool 

by Stephanie DePasquale 

by Jim & Mary Jo Dressen 

by McKayla Herink 

by Jennifer Raes 

by Jeanne Smith 

by Sharon Viner 

In honor of Emma Stahlberg & Katie 

Kish 

by Kim & Marlene Johnson 

by Melanie & Ron Stahlberg  

In honor of Issabell St. Charles 

 by Sjonna Paulson 

 by Sarah Shuss 

In honor of Mike Tiernan   

by Bankers Trust 

 

 

 

In Memory of: 
In memory of Gary Braet 

by Norma Hohensee 

In memory of James C. Brandes  

 by Mary M. Brandes  

In memory of Ed Carstens 

by Dick & Avona Lehmann 

In memory of Tanya Clow Chidsey 

by Don & Toni Clow 

In memory of Randy Evans 

by Vicky Evans 

In memory of Robert Fletcher 

by Margie Fletcher 

In memory of Darold Godfrey 

by Luis & Jodi Castillo 

by Jan Godfrey 

In memory of Karen Grummer 

by Jo Osing 

by Patty Sebetka 

In memory of Allan L. Harms 

by Sally Harms 

In memory of Anita Johnson 

by an anonymous donor 

by Dean & Nancy Beckman 

by Dennis & Vickie Beers 

by Shirley & Terry Benfer 

by Michael Bloeser 

by Kathryn Buroker 

by Steven & Ann Burns 

by Everett & Ellen Collins 

by Marcene & Byron Culbertson 

by Marilyn Duning 

by Bill Davis & Kathy Franzenberg  

by Mark & Kathy Golly 

by Becky Hass 

by Robert & Jane Hill 

by Scott & Cheryl Johannsen 

by Judy Johnson 

by Julia Johnson 

by Dean & Shirley Larson 

by Dick & Avona Lehmann 

by John & Julie Lindahl 

by Donna & Randy Kasch 

by Wayne & Kari Kempf 

by Mary Kollmorgen 

by Steven & Sheryl Kruse 

by Pat & Kim Marshall 

by James & Brenda Meier 

by Barb & Thomas Morris 

by Sam & Linda Nelson 

by Lon & Kristen Olejniczak 

by Kimmit & Judith Renken 

by Calvin & Charlene Rogers 

by Walt & Jan Schulz 

by Marcy & Terry Shie 

by Jorie Shire 

by Roger & Oline Stigers 

by Anne Thomas 

by Judy Thompson 

by Robert & Mary van Ryswyk 

by Marcie Watson 

In memory of Rosanne T. Klass 

by Steve & Megan Ginsberg 

In memory of Anne Laverty 

by David & Kristin Janssen 

by Susan Malaise 

by James & Joan Mosel 

by Lora Summerwill 

In memory of Joan Nath 

by Vicki Nath 

In memory of Dale Repass 

by Diane Repass 

In memory of Hon. William Thomas 

by Hon. Dave & Betsy Remley 

Brandy Lindsey and Nordstrom employees band together 

to make a difference for the kids in our community. 

Rinderknecht Associates surprise the staff at Kids First 

with a check and easels from the Kids First wish list!  

Riley was our youngest magician in 2019. At her Haunted Forest 

party, Riley asked for donations to support Kids First. We tip our hats 

to you, Riley! You’re a real class act! 

CEDAR RAPIDS HONORARIA & MEMORIALS 



 

 

Champions $20,000+ 
Anonymous 

Berkshire Hathaway Energy 

Telligen Community Initiative 

 

Heroes $4,000—$9,999 
Nuclear Electric Insurance Ltd. 

Prairie Meadows 

Builders $2,000—$3,999 
BWA Foundation 

CliftonLarsonAllen 

EMC Foundation 

GreenState Credit Union 

Iowa State Bar Foundation 

LAW of Polk County 

Midwest Clothiers 

O'Donnell and Friends Charities 

Principal Charity Classic 

West Bancorporation Foundation 

Whitfield & Eddy Law 

Leaders $1,000—$1,999 
Greater Iowa Credit Union 

ICARE- Iowa Central American Relief 

 Effort 

Stout Industries Charitable Foundation 
 

Advocates $500—$999 
Hobson Properties 

Pearson Wealth Management  
 

Mentors $250—$499 
Kimberley Development Corp. 

PepsiCo 

Friends $100—$249 
BrownWinick Law Firm 

The Law Shop 

The Meredith Corporation Foundation 

 

In-Kind Donations: 
Community Youth Concepts 

The Meredith Corporation 

Telligen Community Initiative 

Investors $10,000+ 
Michael & Barbara Gartner  

Gunderson Family Foundation 

 

Heroes $4,000—$9,999 
Patty & Jim Cownie Charitable Fund* 

William J. & Kathleen J. Fehrman Fund* 

Hon. Eliza Ovrom & Mark Schuling 

Underwood Family Foundation 

 

Builder $2,000+ 
Roxanne & James Conlin Fund* 

 

Leaders $1,000—$1,999 
Claudia & Gary Grubb 

Ronald D. Pearson 

Maureen Roach Tobin &  

 Terrence M. Tobin Funds* 

 

Advocates $500—$999 
Roberta Gilbert & Joseph Barron 

James W. Carney 

Laura & Tom Ebinger 

Jim Hegeman** 

Margaret Huey 

Riley Family Fund* 

Duane & Diane Tolander 

 

Mentors $250—$499 
Jennie & Bob Allbee** 

Elizabeth & Scott Brennan 

Frank & Marilyn Carroll 

Amy Christensen & Ron Lindhart 

Christy & Drew Cownie 

Fisher-Freed Fund* 

Jennifer Hahn 

Shannon & Troy Hounshell 

Libby & Steve Jacobs 

Teresa Johnson 

Michael Lee** 

Jason Madden 

John & Luann Maletta 

Alan Ryerson 

Hon. Doug Staskal & Margie  

 Monachino 

Deborah M. Tharnish 

Sumner & Karen Worth 
 

Friends $100—$249 
Mike Beranek 

Jim Bernstein & Lynn Franklin 

Willard & Diane Boyd 

Matthew Carfrae 

Emily Chafa 

Hon. Constance Cohen & Jim Navis 

Genevieve Craggs 

Paul Davis 

Gene & DaLena Elliott 

Ted & Karen Engel 

Hon. Jeff & Anne Farrell 

Jennifer & Michael Ferrari 

Jeffrey L. & Caroline P. Fitzgerald 

Jo Ghrist 

Bonnie Taylor Green 

Chris Hankenson 

Matthew Harvey 

Norton & Kathy Hatlie Fund 

Brittany Hedstrom & Luke Dawson 

Jane & David Hemminger** 

Norma Hohensee 

Gaylord Houston 

Andrew & Kary Howie 

John & Dorothy Jabour 

Alex Johnson 

Craig Johnson 

Willie Knolmayer 

Jim & Debbie Koolhof 

Burch & Rachelle LaPrade 

Charles & Karen Leibold 

Logan Lewis & Monika Jindal 

Barbara Madden-Bittle 

Nick Maletta 

Bridget Manning 

Tracy & Dana Martin** 

Leon McCullough 

P.J. McEvoy 

Mark Menadue 

Polly Moore** 

Kathleen Murrin** 

Mary Louise & Gerry Neugent 

Ronald & Carolyn Nielsen 

Betsy Noyes 

Jay Pearson 

Tim & Sara Pearson 

Press Family Foundation Fund* 

Linda Railsback** 

Janet & Mark Rosenbury 

Caleb & Allison Schmidt 

Colin & Lauren Smith 

Sherry & Peter Speikers 

Dave & Dianne Swieskowski 

Warren Taylor** 

Roman Vald 

Miriam Van Heukelem 

Molly & Bob Veenstra 

Kathryn Wheeler 

Hank Wood Jr. 

 

Contributors $5—$99 
Shirley Bailey 

Jan Berg Kruse 

Rebecca Brommel 

Doris Bruin 

Elizabeth & Hugo Carranza 

Chris Driscoll 

Beth Ann & John Edwards 

David & Mary Grace 

Claudia Henning** 

Amy & Samuel Howells 

Katy Lang 

Mark Langgin 

Kathy Reardon** 

Hon. Artis Reis 

Al Smith 

Elizabeth Sobotta 

Hon. Mary Tabor & Phil Roeder 

Connie Taylor 

Fiona Watson & LaTisha Boothe 

In-Kind Donations: 
Sherry & Peter Speikers 

 

Des Moines Volunteers 
Daryl Anderson 

Rachel Bolduc 

Lexi Brennan 

Darlene Brickman 

Mary Pat Gunderson 

Lucy Holms 

Shawna Massow 

Lindsey McCune 

Val Peters 

Ryan Shellady 

Ann Shelton 

Elaina Steenson 

Kjersten Walker 

 

In honor of: 

In honor of Amy Christensen 

by Claudia Henning 

by Kathleen Murrin 

by Kathy Reardon 

In honor of Diane Dornburg 

by Jim Hegeman 

In honor of Ted & Karen Engel 

by Linda Railsback 

In honor of Hon. Mary Pat Gunderson 

by Jane & David Hemminger  

In honor of Kathleen Murrin 

by Tracy & Dana Martin  

In honor of Hon. Eliza Ovrom 

by Polly Moore 

In honor of Tim Pearson 

by Michael Lee 

In honor of Robert F. Taylor 

by Warren Taylor 

 

In memory of: 
In memory of Chief Justice Mark Cady 

by Jennie & Bob Allbee 

*Funds of the Community Foundation of Greater Des Moines  
**Gift given as part of an honorarium/memorial  

Thank you! 

Thank you! 

Des Moines Corporate &  

Community Partners 2019 

Des Moines Individual Donors 2019 



B E L I E V E  I N  MAG I C!

Drawing by girl, age 11

Drawing by girl, age 9

Drawing by girl, age 8. She drew herself looking into a crystal ball, wishing for her parents to get along.

“You were always honest with me."
- Girl, 11

“You helped me understand
what’s going on.” - Girl, 12

“You were there when we all
needed it. Thank you for the help."

- Boy, 13

“You listened to me.” 
- Boy, 14 

“You are kind. You help me
with my problems." - Girl, 10

“You were always interested in me
and what was best for me. I

thought everything you did was
great." - Girl, 14

You give children in conflict a voice. Here's what Kids First means
 to the children we serve — in their own words and pictures. 

B E L I E V E  I N  MAG I C!



In August 2019, Nicole Brighton joined the Kids First team
as a conflict-resolution facilitator for our restorative
justice project. Nicole’s experience as a therapist and
teacher prepared her perfectly for this role. Nicole has a
masters in Marriage and Family Therapy. She worked as a
school-based therapist and then taught eighth grade at
McKinley Middle School before she joined Kids First. 

A school principal noted Nicole’s circles “resulted in
students being able to repair relationships and
successfully return to their learning environment." The
principal saw that once kids had practice and modeling,
they began resolving conflict on their own. 

Nicole says, “I love communicating with both children
and teachers in a way that makes them feel heard and
understood."

A NEW MAGICIAN JOINS THE TEAM

Kids First Law Center 
420 6th St. SE, Suite 160
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Thank you to Mercy Medical Center for the printing of this annual report!
www.kidsfirstiowa.org | 319.365.5437
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